
Featured Project 

Holly Theatre Renovation 
 

Medford, Oregon 

The Holly Theatre, was designed by Frank C. Clark, a prominent Medford architect 

who designed many other Oregon buildings, including the Craterian Theatre in 

Medford and the Varsity Theatre in Ashland.  Built with 1,200 seats in a Spanish Colonial 

Revival style, at an initial cost of $100,000, the theater opened in 1930.  The theater 

was an icon of Medford’s downtown district serving as a catalyst for business activity.     

 

Like many movie palaces of its era, the Holly Theatre was bigger than life, replete with 

ornate woodwork, a highly decorated interior, a grand neon sign and marquee, and 

lavish draperies and furnishings.  The theater operated until 1986.  

 

In 2011, Jefferson Public Radio (JPR) purchased the historic theater, which is listed on 

the National Register of Historic Places.  Its restoration and renovation required 

extensive historic preservation work that was both historically authentic and capable 

of supporting a wide range of contemporary cultural events. Due in part to its 

successful restoration of Redding California's historic Cascade Theatre, completed in 

2004, JPR elected to purchase and renovate the Holly Theatre.   

 

ArcSine Engineering, who collaborated with JPR on the Cascade Theater project was 

selected  to provide electrical and mechanical engineering support. 

 

ArcSine’s work included: 

 

 Extensive field investigations to understand the original electrical system and 

carefully reverse-engineer the changes that had been made over the years.   
 

 Electrical demolition work (as an electrical contractor) to ensure that selected 

raceways could be reused and that the building lighting systems remained 

functional during demolition.   
 

 Careful, detailed planning of new electrical system components to minimize the 

impact that the renovation would have on the building’s original structure.   
 

 Period lighting design.   
 

 Programming and startup of the building lighting control system.   
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